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leading. The wind being from the southward, and the tide flood-
ing, all leads were closed up, and to these difficulties a dense fog
was added, which arrested any further movement to the south.
This fact obliged the squadron to anchor to the floe ice until the
conditions should change.

From this moment until the squadron's arrival at Upernavik
in the forenoon of July 2d, there had been several changes in
the places of the ships, with a view to facilitating their passage
of the ice. The Thetis, being the most powerful ice-breaker, was
in the lead of the column, the Bear, usually next, was assigned to
different positions, as the Alert or Loch Garry was found to
do better following closely the Thetis, or, if jammed by the ice
closing in the wake of the leader, the Bear could best break them
oat. After a tedious passage, winding in and out among ice-
and through leads in the floes over this dangerous un-
charted region, the Bear had the misfortune to strike another
group of rocks and to injure her sore fore-foot still further; but
after a couple of hours of work she was pulled off by the Thetis
and Alert. Her leak had increased only a very small amount
from this second misadventure, so it gave no serious concern.

During the passage from Cape Sabine to Upernavik the res-
cued members of the Greely party improved with each day,
except poor Elison, whose condition grew graver. The mani-
festation of symptoms of blood poisoning, originating in the
limbs that had been frozen, gave the attending surgeons serious
alarm. The hope to be able to bring him home alive, alas, was
not to be realized. On the passage through Melville Bay, as
strength was gained physically and mentally little by little, the
story of the experiences of the sufferers during those last months
at the wreck camp cache was gathered together. It was a won-
derful story of heroic incidents, and still more heroic deaths, in
the face of Arctic desolation.

Whether the Lady Franklin Bay expedition accomplished
much or little, or whether it was wise to venture beyond regions
ordinarily accessible, matters not; the heroic courage with which
its brave fellows faced all perils, even that of the last enemy, will
live in the song and verse of the language.

On arriving in the vicinity of Upernavik, where the anchoring
ground was limited, the Alert and Loch Garry were directed tohetise open waterships to reach that cape about 10 P. M.tration of en-
